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This theme issue seeks contributions (articles and review essays) that reflect on the state(s) of heritage in Canada – 
both tangible and intangible – from critical perspectives. We situate ‘heritage’ as a process of cultural production, 
signification and reproduction in relation to the past and aimed at the future, which enables formal and informal 
sharing of histories, memories and identities. We see heritage not as an intrinsic quality possessed by objects, 
buildings or places or even intangible practices, but a valuation of the past, materially situated in objects, spaces, 
narratives, performances and practices, undertaken to convey meanings.

Contributions to this special issue will focus critically on ‘What Does Heritage Do?’ in Canada. What have been 
its limitations and what might be its possibilities?  The topic draws on the debates of the June 2016 Association 
of Critical Heritage Studies (ACHS) Conference in Montreal, organized by the Canada Research Chair on Urban 
Heritage at the Université de Québec à Montréal in collaboration with Concordia University’s Centre for Oral 
History and Digital Storytelling. Almost 700 international participants addressed the general question ‘What Does 
Heritage Change? Le patrimoine, ça change quoi?’ Such a question offered multiple entry points to critically 
examine the manifestations, discourses, epistemologies, policies, and stakes of heritage from around the world.  
In her keynote address, Dr. Lucie K. Morisset underscored how Canada’s complex heritage terrain is rife for 
critical considerations. How does the defining and positioning of heritage shape the image of Canada as a settler 
nation? How are definitions of heritage situated within Canada’s bilingual framework and its much-celebrated 
multicultural identity, both built upon an existing heritage of Indigenous settlement? What role can critical 
heritage perspectives play in re-shaping those ideas in the public sphere, for example reflecting on the 2015-16 
publication of the Truth and Reconciliation Reports and the 2015 creation of the National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation?

Critical perspectives on the uses and abuses of heritage gained academic credibility in 2012 when ACHS issued a 
manifesto calling on heritage studies to “critically engage with the proposition that heritage studies needs to be 
rebuilt from the ground up, requiring the ‘ruthless criticism of everything existing.’”  The manifesto stated that 
a “truly critical heritage studies” asks “uncomfortable questions” in order to promote critical innovations and 
interventions in heritage while simultaneously questioning the socio-political power relations that conventional 
understandings and practices of heritage seem to reinforce. The manifesto invited “the active participation of 
people and communities who to date have been marginalised in the creation and management of heritage.”
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This special issue of JCS/REC seeks to reflect upon, analyze, expand and critique critical heritage perspectives in 
Canada, asking what does and what can heritage in Canada do. We call on academics, cultural producers and 
heritage practitioners to contribute to critical heritage discussions in Canada through this special issue. Possible 
topics include but are not limited to:

We also invite specific articles in two areas: an historical review and analysis of the Department of Canadian 
Heritage, to contextualise our critical perspectives, and a review essay examining recent scholarly monographs (in 
French or English) in the field of heritage studies in Canada.

SUBMISSIONS
Authors must submit a 500-word abstract and 50-word bio to Susan Ashley at susan.ashley@northumbria.ac.uk 
in English or French by December 22, 2016. Key for us will be how you conceptualize the word heritage in your 
proposals. 

Final publication date is Spring/Summer 2018.

For further information, please contact JCS/REC Guest Editors, Susan Ashley or Andrea Terry: 

SUSAN ASHLEY (susan.ashley@northumbria.ac.uk)
Susan Ashley is Senior Lecturer in Cultural Management at Northumbria University in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK.  
See https://northumbria.academia.edu/SusanAshley.

ANDREA TERRY (aterry@lakeheadu.ca)
Andrea Terry, PhD, is an art historian specializing in Canadian material and visual culture, public history and 
cultural policy, with a particular interest in critical museum studies. See https://lakeheadu.academia.edu/
AndreaTerry

• Public and minority engagements in heritage-
making

• Indigenous perspectives on heritage
• Difficult knowledge and histories 
• Heritage and nationalism
• Nature, environments, climate change
• Urban and spatial politics of heritage
• Historical consciousness
• Political and policy concerns

• Commemoration, recognition, restitution
• Gender, class, race, religion
• Case study ‘successes’ and ‘failures’ 
• Heritage battles, conflicts, and/or 

controversies
• Multiplicity of cultural producers in heritage 

production: artists, photographers, curators, 
film etc

• Other topics – make us a pitch


