
 
 

First Call for Papers: 

 The Third International Conference on Museums in Arabia  

18 -20 April 2017, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates 

Organizers: 

Dr. Sarina Wakefield, Independent Scholar, UAE 
Seth Thompson, Associate Professor, Art and Design, American University of Sharjah, UAE 
 
 
The focus of the third edition of the Museums in Arabia conference encourages participants 
to engage in a broad discussion around architecture, art and design within the context of 
museums and galleries in the Gulf. The conference will be hosted by the College of 
Architecture, Art and Design at the American University of Sharjah in Sharjah, United Arab 
Emirates, April 18-20, 2017.  
 
To date, the relationship between architecture, art, design and museums in the Gulf has 
remained at the margins of critical thinking. This conference seeks to address this gap by 
providing a forum for participants to analyze and discuss these themes to further academic 
discourse and professional practice within the region. The previous Museums in Arabia 
conferences have explored the role and development of Gulf museums (existing and planned) 
in the broadest sense. In particular, topics have examined the Gulf museum model; the 
challenges that museums in the region face in their development, the nature of the heritage 
collected; curated and displayed in the museums; and audience and community engagement.  
 
Authors are invited to submit paper proposals relating to architecture, art and design within 
the context of museums, galleries and heritage institutions in the Gulf region. This is an 
interdisciplinary conference and, as such, we welcome paper proposals from scholars and 
practitioners from a broad range of disciplines.   
 
This conference will be of interest to academics and students working in the field of 
museums and cultural heritage in the region and globally, museum and gallery 
practitioners, art historians, artists, designers, architects, and, more broadly, those 
with an interest in the sociocultural, economic and political landscape of the region. 
 
Abstract Submission 
Each	  paper	  proposal	  submission	  must	  be	  in	  Microsoft	  Word	  format	  and	  include:	  	  title	  of	  
paper;	  abstract	  (250-‐400	  words);	  bio	  (200	  words);	  author(s);	  organization	  
affiliation(s);	  complete	  mailing	  address;	  email	  address;	  and	  keywords	  (four	  to	  five	  
keywords). 
 



The	  suggested	  themes	  for	  the	  3rd	  International	  Conference	  on	  Museums	  in	  Arabia	  include	  
but	  are	  not	  limited	  to:	  
 

1. Art, Architecture and the Museum: The development of new large-scale museum 
institutions, incorporating global architectural forms by ‘world-class’ architects has 
received much attention within academia and the international press. This topic aims 
to broaden this discussion to include existing and new forms of architecture. In what 
ways do art, architecture and museums intersect? What can the architecture of 
museums and galleries tell us about local, national and transnational identity 
concerns? How can existing architectural forms enhance our knowledge of the sector 
in the region? Can and in what ways can architecture be considered an edifice of art in 
the Gulf? 

 
2. Contemporary Art and Museums: How is contemporary art developing in the region? 

In what ways has the development of contemporary art in the region contributed to 
the development of museums, galleries and cultural institutions? What are the key 
movements within contemporary art in the Gulf and how do they relate to broader 
identity concerns such as belonging, identity, national identity and so forth? 

 
3. Museums and Islamic Art: There is a strong tradition of Islamic art practice within the 

Arabian Peninsula. This theme explores the role of Islamic art as a practice and how 
this relates to the production of Arab and Islamic identity. We would be particularly 
interested in discussions relating to the development of museums of Islamic art and 
collecting practices across the region and how Islamic art practices in the Gulf 
challenge the taken-for-granted art historical discourses that are dominated by 
‘western’ discourses of art. 

 
4. Design and the Museum: Design is an area that has received much less interest within 

the debates that have emerged in relation to the museums and heritage sector in the 
Gulf. This session seeks to fill this gap by seeking to explore what role design plays in 
the production of museums and cultural practice in the Gulf? How can design inform 
our understanding of the relationship between heritage, identity and contemporary 
artistic practice?	  And how museums are influencing and supporting aspects of design?   

 
5. Museums, Heritage and Digital Technology: The role that art and digital technology 

plays within the museums and heritage sector is well-established within the 
museological discourse. However, these discourses do not account for the ways in 
which digital technologies are used and engaged within the Gulf. We are particularly 
keen to explore how digital technologies are being used in museums and galleries 
across the Arabian Peninsula, how digital technology is used in the development of 
new museum institutions, and the ways in which digital technology is used to produce 
alternative forms of heritage re-presentation and dissemination that are produced and 
presented outside of the traditional walls of the museum. 

 
Abstracts addressing other themes relevant to this conference will also be considered. 
 
Deadline for abstract submission: 15 September 2016 
 
Please submit abstracts to: museumsinarabia@gmail.com 
 



For any queries regarding abstract submissions please email Sarina Wakefield at 
sarinawakefield@mac.com and Seth Thompson at seththompson@aus.edu 
 
Decisions will be communicated by 31 October 2016. 
 
Please note that selected conference papers will be developed into a book, co-edited by 
conference organizers Dr. Sarina Wakefield and Seth Thompson. If interested in 
participating, please indicate so on your paper proposal submission. Details regarding the 
potential publication will be communicated after accepted participants have been notified.  
 
The	  conference	  will	  take	  place	  over	  two	  days	  (April	  18th	  &	  19th	  2017)	  with	  an	  optional	  
one-‐day	  excursion	  to	  local	  museum	  sites	  relevant	  to	  the	  conference	  on	  April	  20th	  2017. 
 
For more information, please visit: http://www.aus.edu/mia2017 
 
 
	  


